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time. Instead of simply giving way to the first
kindly impulse, abolishing a hardship here and dis-
tributing alms elsewhere, he substantially argued
that society formed a complex organism, whose
diseases should be considered physiologically, their
causes explained, and the appropriate remedies
considered in all their bearings. We must not ask
simply whether we were giving a loaf to this or that
starving man, or indulge in a priori reasoning as to
the right of every human being to be supported by
others; but treat the question as a physician should
treat a disease, and consider whether, on the whole,
the new regulations would increase or diminish the
causes of the existing evils. He did not, therefore,
so much proclaim a new truth, as induce reformers
to place themselves at a new and a more rational
point of view. The so-called law of population which
he announced might be in various ways inaccurate,
but the announcement made it necessary for rational
thinkers to take constantly into account con-
siderations which are essential in any satisfactory
treatment of the great problems. If it were right to
consider pauperism as a gulf of fixed dimensions, we
might hope to fill it by simply taking a sufficient
quantity of wealth from the richer classes. If, as
Malthus urged, this process had a tendency to
enlarge the dimensions of the gulf itself, it was